
Upcoming 
Key Events
Intellectual Property 
Committee CLE 
Seminar
Date/Time: Wednesday, 
March 18, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. ET
Topic: AI in 2031 (with an IP 
Focus)
 XSEE PAGE 4

Privacy and Data 
Security/Consumer 
Protection 
Committees CLE 
Seminar
Date/Time: Wednesday,  
April 8, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. ET
Topic: FCBA Privacy 
and Consumer Protection 
Symposium—Federal and 
State Regulation of Sensitive 
Consumer Data
 XSEE PAGE 4

Wireline Committee 
CLE Seminar
Date/Time: Thursday, April 
23, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. ET 
Topic: Exploring Robocall 
Rulemakings and Enforcement 
Activity
 XSEE PAGE 5

Homeland Security 
and Emergency 
Communications 
Committee CLE 
Seminar
Date/Time: Wednesday, April 
29, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET 
Topic: AI in Emergency 
Communications
 XSEE PAGE 5

International 
Telecommunications/
Space and Global 
Communications 
Committee CLE 
Seminar
Date/Time: Tuesday, May 19, 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET
Topic: The 2026 ITU 
Plenipotentiary Conference: 
Setting the Stage for a Human-
Technology Driven Digital 
Future
 XSEE PAGE 5

Annual Seminar to be held at The Hotel Hershey
May 15-17 ~ Register, Reserve Your Room, and 
Sponsor Today!!
The 2026 FCBA Annual Seminar will be held at 
the Hotel Hershey in Hershey, PA on May 15-17.  
The Annual Seminar Committee is planning what 
promises to be an outstanding program filled 
with the latest information on telecom issues 
and great networking opportunities.  Watch for 
further program details in the coming weeks.

Important Room Reservation Information: 
The FCBA special group rate will only be 
guaranteed through MONDAY, APRIL 6.  After 
this date, it is likely that the room rates will 
increase.

Nominations for the “Excellence in Government 
Service” Award Due March 13
In 2008, the FCBA established an award, 
to be provided annually, to recognize 
the contributions of federal government 
employees to the field of communications.  
Recipients of the award include Daniel 
“Mack” Armstrong, Evan Kwerel, Julius 
Knapp, Mary Beth Richards, Patrick Carney, 
Karl Nebbia, Bobby Baker, Barbara Kreisman, 
Carol Mattey, Diane Cornell, Peter Doyle, 
Hossein Hashemzadeh, Kris Monteith, Jake 
Lewis, Margaret Wiener, Michelle Carey, Ira 

Keltz, Mark Stephens, James Bradshaw, and 
Joel Taubenblatt.

All current federal government employees 
in communications-related positions (not 
limited to attorneys or FCBA members) are 
eligible nominees.  The FCBA will consider 
an individual’s dedication to excellence and 
long-term commitment to federal government 
public service in selecting the individual to be 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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HELLO ,  FCBA!

We’ve officially sprung forward and finally 
are enjoying some warmer weather.  In 
the DelNero-Heins household, that means 
open windows that are quickly occupied by 
our two excitable orange tabby cats.  They 
‘chirp’ at the birds, stare down dogs, and 
delight neighborhood children.  

Orange tabby cats aren’t the only ones re-energized by the change 
in seasons.  The onset of spring also means a busy and exciting 
season for the FCBA.  

Under the leadership of Lee Petro and a dedicated team of committee 
co-chairs, the 32nd Annual National Telecommunications and 
Technology Moot Court Competition took place last month at 
Catholic Law.  I enjoyed co-judging the final round with fellow 
FCBA members Angie Kronenberg and Annick Banoun.  We all 
were impressed by the finalists—Fayth Wisehart and Victoria 
Kelly of UVA Law and Rachel Giedraitis and Makayla Arthur 
of South Texas College of Law. 

Next up is the Seventh Annual FCBA Women’s Summit, taking 
place this Thursday, March 12 at NCTA.  I’m a big fan of this 
event.  This year’s title is “Women Who Are Shaping the Future 
of Tech and Policy.”  Living up to that name, the program will 
feature conversations with FCC Commissioners Anna Gomez 
and Olivia Trusty, along with opportunities to connect with 
colleagues across our bar. 

This also is the time of year when we seek nominations for the 
FCBA’s “Excellence in Government Service” Award.  Dating back 
to 2008, this Award recognizes the outstanding contributions 
of federal government employees working in our field.  Please 
send nominations to kerry@fcba.org by this Friday, March 13. 

We’ve also got a strong slate of CLEs coming up.  To highlight 
just one of them, the FCBA Intellectual Property Committee has 
organized a CLE on Wednesday, March 18, “AI in 2031 (with an 
IP focus)”.  The program has a bold agenda that looks beyond 
today’s IP and regulatory battlegrounds to consider what the next 
five years may hold.  The CLE will feature thought leaders and 
futurists from government, industry, and academia.  

Looking ahead, I hope to see you all at the FCBA Annual Seminar, 
May 15–17, at The Hotel Hershey in Hershey, Pennsylvania.  The 
Annual Seminar committee has planned a formidable lineup 
of speakers that will soon be released.  Please don’t wait to 
register: the FCBA group room rate is only guaranteed through 
Monday, April 6. 

Wishing you a great start to spring – and as always, thank you 
for your continued support of the FCBA.

Matt DelNero, FCBA President 2025-2026

PRESIDENT’S Message
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Nominations Committee Presents FY2027 Slate of Candidates
Pursuant to Article V, Section 21 of the Association’s By-Laws, the FCBA Nominations Committee has nominated the persons 
set forth below as candidates for the positions shown for terms beginning July 1, 2026.  Pursuant to Article IV, Section 2 of 
the By-Laws, this year the membership will elect a President-Elect, a Secretary, an Assistant Secretary, an Assistant Treasurer, 
a Chapter Representative for a two-year term, three (3) individuals to the Executive Committee for three-year terms, three (3) 
individuals to the Nominations Committee for two-year terms, and four (4) individuals as Trustees of the FCBA Foundation 
for three-year terms.

OFF ICERS

President-Elect
Russell Hanser
NCTA – The Internet & Television 
Association

Assistant Treasurer
Jennifer Schneider
American Tower Corporation

Secretary
Parul Desai
U.S. House Energy and Commerce 
Committee

Assistant Secretary
Celia Lewis
JSI

CHAPTER  REPRESENTAT IVE 
TO  EXECUT IVE  COMMITTEE

Taylor Lamb
Cox Media Group

EXECUT IVE  COMMITTEE 
(Three to be elected for three-year 
terms)

Annick Banoun
HWG LLP

Van Bloys
Crown Castle Inc.

Stephen Conley
Wiley Rein LLP

Angela Kung
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky 
and Popeo, P.C.

Aspa Paroutsas
Qualcomm Incorporated

Courtney Tolerico
CTIA

NOMINAT IONS  COMMITTEE
(Three to be elected for two-year 
terms)

Steve Coran
Lerman Senter PLLC

Jonathan Mark
Google

Nirali Patel
USTelecom – The Broadband 
Association

Halie Peacher
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld 
LLP

Michael Saperstein
Wireless Infrastructure Association

Danielle Thumann
Federal Communications 
Commission

FCBA FOUNDAT ION BOARD 
OF  TRUSTEES
(Four to be elected for three-year 
terms)

Sophie Galleher
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Jon Garvin
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky 
and Popeo, P.C.

Jodi Goldberg
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Heather Hendrickson
Somos, Inc.

Carolyn Mahoney
Federal Communications 
Commission

Justin McCuen
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Kimia Nikseresht
Wilkinson Barker Knauer, LLP

Stephanie Weiner
Georgetown Law

Pursuant to the By-Laws, current 
President-Elect Mia Guizzetti Hayes 
will become President on July 1, 2026, 
and Jonathan Cohen will serve a second 
year as a Chapter Representative.
 
Pursuant to Article V, Section 21(c) of 
the By-Laws, additional nominations 
of candidates for the positions listed 
above may be made by Petition.  The 
signatures of at least twenty-five (25) 
members of the FCBA must support 
each candidate nominated by Petition.  
Nominating Petitions must be submitted 
no later than April 10, 2026, to Kerry 
Loughney at kerry@fcba.org.

Election materials and instructions 
for electronic voting will be sent to all 
members eligible to vote around May 
1, 2026.  The election results will be 
announced during the FCBA Annual 
Meeting.

Special thanks to members of this year’s 
Nominations Committee: Kathy Kirby 
(Chair), Sara Baxenberg, Jonathan 
Campbell, Adam Copeland, Lisa 
Higginbotham, Jessica Greffenius, 
Mia Guizzetti Hayes, Hannah Lepow, 
Madi Lottenbach, Kris Montheith, Kiara 
Ortiz, Savannah Schaefer, and Henry 
Wendel.

mailto:kerry@fcba.org
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Wednesday, March 
18, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. ET 
AI in 2031 (with an 
IP Focus)
The FCBA Intellectual Property 
Committee will sponsor a CLE on 
Wednesday, March 18, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
ET entitled AI in 2031 (with an IP Focus).  
This program will be held virtually via the 
Zoom platform.

Click here to register.
Make sure to sign in to your account to 
receive the member rates!
If you are registering on behalf of a member, 
please sign in using their credentials. By 
doing this, the information will be linked 
to their account.

If you have any registration issues, please 
contact Elina Gross.

FCBA will apply for 2.0 hours of MCLE 
credit from the VA Bar.  This program 
has NOT yet been approved.  Attorneys 
licensed outside Virginia may use the 
certificate and materials provided to 
apply for credit in their jurisdictions.

Agenda

3:00 – 3:05 p.m.	
WELCOME AND 
INTRODUCT IONS
Daniel Waggoner, Partner, Davis Wright 
Tremaine

Artificial intelligence may be the most 
ubiquitous topic among startups, 
newsletters, and industry speakers today, 

yet few programs look beyond today’s IP 
and regulatory battlegrounds to consider 
what the next five years may hold. This 
FCBA seminar will take on the role of 
futurists, examining how internet and 
communications law and regulation are 
shaping AI and intellectual property (IP) 
as the legal landscape evolves toward 
2031. Drawing on insights from former 
government officials, leading academics, 
and experienced legal practitioners, 
the panels will assess the current AI, 
regulatory, and IP environment and chart 
a path forward.

3:05 – 4:00 p.m.	
BAND-A IDS  OR 
BREAKTHROUGH:  WHERE 
DOES  LAW AND REGULAT ION 
STAND TODAY?
We could never have predicted how fast 
technology would grow against existing IP 
laws and regulations. In the last five years, we 
have seen AI systems increasingly produce 
synthetic data, personas, voices, inventive 
concepts, and creative styles that test the 
foundation of IP. This panel will explore 
the boundaries that have been challenged 
in U.S. IP law and what legal and regulatory 
approaches have been taken to address the 
fast-changing innovation landscape. Are 
they Band-Aids or breakthroughs?

Moderator:
Priya Nair, Associate Attorney, Law 
Office of Chun T. Wright

Panelists:
Chris Suarez, Partner, Steptoe LLP
Jim Rosenfeld, Partner, Davis Wright 
Tremaine
Lauren Chamblee, Assistant General 
Counsel, Open Innovation (Intellectual 
Property Group), Microsoft

4:00 – 5:00 p.m.	
BLUEPR INTS  FOR  WHAT ’S 
NEXT:  WHERE  ARE  THE  LAW 
AND REGULAT ION GOING?
As AI becomes embedded in 
communications infrastructure, media 
ecosystems, and online platforms, existing 
communications and internet regulatory 
frameworks are being tested. This panel 
examines how U.S. communications and 
internet law, including FCC oversight, 
Section 230, and the DMCA, may evolve 
in response to synthetic media and 
platform-integrated AI, with a particular 
focus on IP. Looking beyond current legal 
approaches, the discussion will explore 
how policymakers and practitioners 
can begin preparing now by identifying 
the legal foundations, guardrails, and 
institutional designs needed for what 
comes next.

Moderator:
Luis Zambrano Ramos, Technology 
and Telecommunications Policy 
Advisor, U.S. Federal Government

Panelists:
Russ Hanser, SVP, General Counsel & 
Chief Legal Officer, NCTA
Amanda Levendowski Tepski, 
Professor of Law and the Founding 
Director of the Intellectual Property 
and Information Policy (iPIP) Clinic, 
Georgetown Law Center
Eric Goldman, Associate Dean of 
Research, Professor of Law and Co-
Director, High Tech Law Institute

Wednesday, April 8, 
12:00 – 2:00 p.m. ET
FCBA Privacy and 
Consumer Protection 
Symposium—Federal 
and State Regulation 
of Sensitive 
Consumer Data
The FCBA Privacy and Data Security 
Committee and Consumer Protection 
Committee will co-sponsor a CLE on 

CLE Seminars

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

Join the FCBA and FCBA Foundation on 
Social Media!
The FCBA and the FCBA Foundation invites you to “Like” and “Follow” our 
pages today to be in the loop for upcoming events, share fun pictures of your 
FCBA friends and colleagues, and grow your social media network!  Come join 
the conversation!
FCBA: LinkedIn and Instagram (@fcba_law)
FCBA Foundation: LinkedIn (FCBA Foundation)

https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2034487
mailto:elina@fcba.org
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/experiential-learning/clinics/our-clinics/intellectual-property-and-information-policy-clinic/
https://www.law.georgetown.edu/experiential-learning/clinics/our-clinics/intellectual-property-and-information-policy-clinic/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/federal-communications-bar/
https://www.instagram.com/fcba_law/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fcba-foundation-00719421a/
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Wednesday, April 8, 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
ET entitled Federal and State Regulation 
of Sensitive Consumer Data.  This 
program will be held virtually via the 
Zoom platform.

Click here to register.
Make sure to sign in to your account to 
receive the member rates!
If you are registering on behalf of a member, 
please sign in using their credentials. By 
doing this, the information will be linked 
to their account.

If you have any registration issues, please 
contact Elina Gross.

FCBA will apply for 2.0 hours of MCLE 
credit from the VA Bar.  This program 
has NOT yet been approved.  Attorneys 
licensed outside Virginia may use the 
certificate and materials provided to 
apply for credit in their jurisdictions.

Agenda

Federal and state legislators and regulators 
are increasingly focused on building 
safeguards around sensitive consumer 
data, including children’s personal 
information and precise geolocation 
data. This event will explore existing and 
emerging regulatory trends pertaining 
to the protection of sensitive data at 
both the federal and state levels, along 
with industry efforts to protect such 
information.

Speakers to be announced.

Thursday, April 23, 
12:00 – 2:00 p.m. ET 
Exploring Robocall 
Rulemakings 
and Enforcement 
Activity 
The FCBA Wireline Committee will 
sponsor a CLE on Thursday, April 23, 
12:00 – 2:00 p.m. ET entitled Exploring 

Robocall Rulemakings and Enforcement 
Activity.  This program will be held 
virtually via the Zoom platform.

Click here to register.
Make sure to sign in to your account to 
receive the member rates!
If you are registering on behalf of a member, 
please sign in using their credentials. By 
doing this, the information will be linked 
to their account.

If you have any registration issues, please 
contact Elina Gross.

FCBA will apply for 2.0 hours of MCLE 
credit from the VA Bar.  This program 
has NOT yet been approved.  Attorneys 
licensed outside Virginia may use the 
certificate and materials provided to 
apply for credit in their jurisdictions.

Agenda

The first panel will discuss recent FCC 
rulemakings aimed at improving the 
integrity of the Robocall Mitigation 
Database and enhancing caller identity 
verification and call display.  The second 
panel will explore the roles of the FCC, 
FTC, and state attorneys general in 
robocall enforcement actions, the future 
of robocall-related enforcement activity, 
and the role of tracebacks.

Speakers to be announced.

Wednesday, April 29, 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET
AI in Emergency 
Communications
The FCBA Homeland Security and 
Emergency Communications Committee 
will sponsor a CLE on Wednesday, April 
29, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET entitled AI in 
Emergency Communications.  This 
program will be held virtually via the 
Zoom platform.

Click here to register.
Make sure to sign in to your account to 
receive the member rates!

If you are registering on behalf of a member, 
please sign in using their credentials. By 
doing this, the information will be linked 
to their account.

If you have any registration issues, please 
contact Elina Gross.

FCBA will apply for 2.0 hours of MCLE 
credit from the VA Bar.  This program 
has NOT yet been approved.  Attorneys 
licensed outside Virginia may use the 
certificate and materials provided to 
apply for credit in their jurisdictions.

Agenda

AI is rapidly reshaping the emergency 
communications ecosystem in the U.S. 
— from 911 call handling to emergency 
alerting, cybersecurity, and infrastructure 
resilience. As AI tools move from pilot 
programs to operational deployment, 
policymakers and industry stakeholders 
face legal, regulatory, and governance 
questions. This program will examine 
the operational and legal opportunities 
and challenges with adapting AI into 911 
and emergency alerting systems. 

Speakers to be announced.

Tuesday, May 19, 
2:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET 
The 2026 ITU 
Plenipotentiary 
Conference: Setting 
the Stage for a 
Human-Technology 
Driven Digital Future
The FCBA Space and Global 
Communications Committee and 
International Telecommunications 
Committee will co-sponsor a CLE on 
Tuesday, May 19, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. ET 
entitled The 2026 ITU Plenipotentiary 
Conference: Setting the Stage for a 
Human-Technology Driven Digital 

CLE Seminars

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

APRIL  8  CLE
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE  4

https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2046415
mailto:elina@fcba.org
https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2046049
mailto:elina@fcba.org
https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2044742
mailto:elina@fcba.org
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honored.  In addition, the FCBA will 
view favorably nominees who have 
demonstrated service, dedication, 
and generosity of spirit in their 
careers.  Nominations (1,000 words 
or less) should include the following 
information: (1) full name, title, work 
address and contact information of 
the nominee; (2) summary of the 
nominee’s outstanding service and/
or achievements; (3) a narrative 
explanation of the nominee’s service 
including the following information: 
how the nominee’s dedication to 
excellence and public service is 
outstanding, significant, and “above 
and beyond the call of duty;” the 
length of the government service; 
and any other relevant information, 
such as a history of mentoring, that 
would assist the award committee in 
evaluating the nomination.

Please submit nominations by email 
to kerry@fcba.org.  Nominations are 
due no later than Friday, March 13, 
2026.

NOMINAT IONS
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE  1CLE Seminars

Future.  This program will be held 
virtually via the Zoom platform.

Click here to register.
Make sure to sign in to your account to 
receive the member rates!
If you are registering on behalf of a member, 
please sign in using their credentials. By 
doing this, the information will be linked 
to their account.

If you have any registration issues, please 
contact Elina Gross.

FCBA will apply for 2.0 hours of MCLE 
credit from the VA Bar.  This program 
has NOT yet been approved.  Attorneys 
licensed outside Virginia may use the 
certificate and materials provided to 
apply for credit in their jurisdictions.

Agenda

This CLE will provide attendees with 
a basic understanding of the ITU 
plenipotentiary and the issues that will 
be addressed this year, including elections, 
space-related and AI. 

Speakers to be announced.

MAY 19  CLE
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE  5

Annual Seminar Stipends Available for 
Government Employees
To promote the goal of broad attendance and boost participation from 
government employees, the FCBA is offering up to 10 Annual Seminar stipends 
of $150.00.  The stipends will reduce the government registration fee from 
$295 to $145.  The registration fee covers Friday and Saturday receptions 
and dinners, Saturday and Sunday breakfasts, group entertainment, and 
attendance at the seminar.

INFORMATION AND APPL ICAT ION INSTRUCT IONS :

	■ Stipends may be applied only toward the registration fee for the 2026 FCBA 
Annual Seminar.

	■ Stipend recipients will be responsible for the remainder of the government 
registration fee ($145) and all other costs of attending the Seminar, including 
travel and lodging expenses.

	■ Applications will be processed on a first-come, first-served basis.  The cut-off 
date for applications is Friday, April 3, 2026.

	■ Stipends are available to full-time government members.

Click here for the application and email to Stephanie Budaker at stephanie@
fcba.org.

Charity Auction 
Beneficiary 
Application Now 
Available
The Auction Committee is now 
accepting applications from local 
charities to be considered as a 
beneficiary of the 37th Annual FCBA 
Charity Auction.  The application 
should be received by the FCBA by 
email no later than Friday, April 9, 
2026.

Click here to download the 
application.

mailto:starsha@fcba.org
https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2043613
mailto:elina@fcba.org
https://www.fcba.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Annual-Seminar-Govt-Stipend-Application-FY26.pdf
mailto:stephanie@fcba.org
mailto:stephanie@fcba.org
https://www.fcba.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FY26-FCBA-Charity-Auction-Beneficiary-Application.doc
https://www.fcba.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FY26-FCBA-Charity-Auction-Beneficiary-Application.doc
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The Hotel Hershey is experiencing an 
issue with their reservations system.  
Please keep an eye out for an email with 
instructions in the next week.

You may also call 855-729-3108 
and identify as part of the Federal 
Communications Bar Association group 
at The Hotel Hershey.  The room rate is 
$409 per room, per night, plus tax.  There 
are no resort or parking fees.

A limited number of rooms for government 
employees are available at reduced rates.  
Contact Kerry Loughney (kerry@fcba.
org) for more information on lodging 
options.

For information on the government 
stipends being offered, see page 6.

The social side of the seminar will begin 
with a Friday evening reception and 
family dinner.  After dinner, attendees 
will have an opportunity to compete 
for unique prizes at the always popular 
Bingo Party.  Saturday will open with 
breakfast in the Circular Dining Room 
and programming.  The afternoon will 
feature FCBA golf and a group activity at 
The Hershey Story Museum, including a 
Chocolate Lab Experience and Chocolate 
Tasting.  Saturday evening will feature 
a reception and dinner buffet, followed 
by the FCBA’s Club Karaoke which will 
provide the opportunity for one and all 
to showcase their singing talents for their 
colleagues, families, and friends.  Sunday 
morning the seminar closes with breakfast 
in the Circular Dining Room.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
ACT IV IT IES

Golf.  Participate in the golf outing and 
enjoy an afternoon at the Hershey Country 
Club, a private, year-round destination for 
Members of all ages – steeped in a rich 
history and destined for a sweet tomorrow.  
Designed by Maurice McCarthy in 1930, 
the West Course is a traditional, yet ever-
enjoyable course.  Enjoy sweet, bird’s-eye 

 CONTINUED FROM PAGE  1

FCBA ANNUAL SEMINAR

views of the town of Hershey as you play 
your way through a leisurely day of golf.  
The West Course requires all 14 clubs, 
making it great practice for golfers of all 
skill levels.

The Hershey Story Museum Chocolate 
Lab Experience and Chocolate Tasting.
The Hershey Story Museum experience 
takes visitors on a journey through Milton 
S. Hershey’s life, his chocolate company, 
his generous philanthropic legacy and 
the town of Hershey, PA.  The family 
attraction has lots of hands-on things 
to do and interactive ways to discover 
the life and legacy of Milton Hershey.  
Guests of The Hotel Hershey and Hershey 
Lodge will receive complimentary tickets 
to the museum at check-in.  All ages are 
admitted.

Group activity:
Chocolate Lab Experience: Inspired 
by Milton Hershey’s own candy-
making apprenticeship, the Chocolate 
Lab explores the distinctive qualities 
of chocolate through fun, hands-on 
experiences and interactive educational 
demonstrations. Join us for a 45-minute 
educational class as you can try your hand 
at chocolate pouring, decorating and of 
course, tasting as you create a delicious 
take-home chocolate masterpiece! Plus, 
learn about the origins of chocolate, how 
chocolate is grown, and the refinement 
process.

Chocolate Tasting: Experience a Flight 
of Warm Drinking Chocolates from 
Around the World. From fruity African 
chocolate flavors to Indonesian chocolate 
with caramel overtones, come hone your 
skills as a cocoa connoisseur…or simply 
enjoy a taste of indulgence. Tastings at 
The Hershey Story are a delicious treat 
for your taste buds and the perfect way to 
immerse yourself in the sweet world that 
inspired Milton Hershey. All Tastings are 
non-alcoholic.

Thanks to our Annual Seminar Sponsors!
(as of 3/09/26)

PLAT INUM
AT&T
Covington & Burling LLP
HWG LLP
NCTA – The Internet & Television 

Association
T-Mobile
Verizon
Wiley Rein LLP
Wilkinson Barker Knauer, LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

GOLD
Cox Enterprises
Lerman Senter PLLC
Nokia
Sheppard

S ILVER
Charter Communications 
Google
JSI

ACT IV ITY  SPONSORS

Friday Evening Reception
Crest Hill Advisors

Friday Night Bingo
AT&T Services, Inc.

Saturday Night Karaoke
Hogan Lovells

Saturday Evening Reception
Somos, Inc.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

mailto:kerry@fcba.org
mailto:kerry@fcba.org
https://hersheystory.org/
https://hersheystory.org/hersheys-chocolate-lab/
https://hersheystory.org/hersheys-chocolate-tastings/
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Group activity includes both the 
Chocolate Lab Experience and the 
Chocolate Tasting.  To participate in 
the group activity, children must be at 
least 5 years old.  Children ages 5-12 
have a choice between the flight of warm 
drinking chocolates or a mug of warm 
milk and a chocolate stirring lollipop.

Fees: Adults (ages 13+): $20; Children 
(ages 5-12) with Chocolate Tasting: $15; 
Children (ages 5-12) with Mug of Warm 
Milk and Chocolate Stick: $10

ABOUT  THE  HOTEL  HERSHEY

Known for its refined elegance, signature 
service, and abundant amenities, The 
Hotel Hershey, one of the finest Historic 
Hotels of America, is a must-visit 
destination in Chocolate Town® U.S.A.

The Hotel Hershey offers a variety of 
activities for the whole family. Make a 
splash in the indoor pool, set up a friendly 
game of basketball, volleyball, or tennis 
at the sports complex, and experience 
the great outdoors with miles of hiking 
trails and the falconry program. Deepen 
the experience with a soothing massage 
at The Spa at Hershey. To learn more 
about The Hotel Hershey and its many 
amenities and activities, go to: https://
www.thehotelhershey.com/.

GETT ING THERE

The Hotel Hershey is about 2 ½ hours from 
DC by car without traffic.  We STRONGLY 
advise that you leave very early on Friday 
morning (or even Thursday afternoon) to 
avoid traffic issues.

Annual Seminar Sponsorship  
and Registration Information
Sponsorships: There are several sponsorship options available.  Gold Sponsors 
will receive two (2) complimentary registrations, and Silver Sponsors will 
receive one (1) complimentary registration.  In addition, there are special event 
sponsorships.

Click here for sponsorship details.

TO SPONSOR:
	■ SIGN IN to your account.  If you are purchasing on behalf of a member, sign 

in using their credentials so it is linked to their account.
	■ Go to EVENTS – 05/15/26 Annual Seminar Sponsorship – and select the level.

*NOTE: Purchasing a sponsorship will not automatically register anyone for 
the Annual Seminar.  It simply indicates to FCBA that your organization is 
sponsoring the event.  At this time, you do not need to determine who will be 
using the complimentary registration(s).  Elina will contact you separately for 
this information.

IF YOU ARE A PLATINUM SPONSOR, YOU DO NOT NEED TO SIGN UP TO 
SPONSOR AGAIN.  We will contact you for further information.

TO REGISTER AN INDIVIDUAL:
	■ SIGN IN to your account.  If you are purchasing on behalf of a member, sign 

in using their credentials so it is linked to their account.
	■ Go to EVENTS – 05/15/26 Annual Seminar Individual Registration.  If you 

are not signed in, you will not receive the member discount.
	■ ***If you are using one of your organization’s complimentary registrations, 

DO NOT register here.  Elina will work with your organization’s contact to 
gather names.

	■ Step 1: Register the Primary Attendee first.
	■ Step 2: Complete the Attendee Info.
	■ Step 3: On the Attendee Selections screen, select the registration ticket.
	■ Step 4: Indicate if you are signing up for a Saturday afternoon activity.  

These are optional and you may only select one. Additional fees apply.
	■ Step 5: If you are not adding a guest, select Save and Finalize 

Registration.
	■ Step 6: If you are adding a guest, select Save and Add Another Attendee.
	■ Step 7: Repeat steps for all guests.
	■ Step 8: When all guest registrations are complete, click Save and Proceed 

to Checkout.
	■ Step 9: Make sure to check your cart in the top righthand corner before 

Proceeding to Confirmation.

Please contact Elina (elina@fcba.org) with any questions.

 CONTINUED FROM PAGE  7

https://www.thehotelhershey.com/destination/
https://www.thehotelhershey.com/spa/
https://www.thehotelhershey.com/
https://www.thehotelhershey.com/
https://www.fcba.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Annual-Seminar-Sponsorship-Benefits-FY2026.pdf
https://members.fcba.org/login.aspx
https://members.fcba.org/login.aspx
mailto:elina@fcba.org
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Consumer Protection Committee

Event: CLE Seminar co-hosted by the Privacy 
and Data Security Committee
Date/Time: Wednesday, April 8, 12:00 –  
2:00 p.m. ET
Location: Virtual via the Zoom platform
Topic: FCBA Privacy and Consumer 
Protection Symposium—Federal and State 
Regulation of Sensitive Consumer Data
Cost: $150.00 for Private Sector Members; 
$95.00 for Non-Profit 501c3 Members; $50.00 
for Government/Academic/Transitional/
Retired Members; No charge for Law Student 
Members; $205.00 for Non-Members
For more information: See page 4
Click here to register.

Homeland Security and 
Emergency Communications 
Committee

Event: CLE Seminar
Date/Time: Wednesday, April 29, 2:00 –  
4:00 p.m. ET
Location: Virtual via the Zoom platform
Topic: AI in Emergency Communications
Cost: $150.00 for Private Sector Members; 
$95.00 for Non-Profit 501c3 Members; $50.00 
for Government/Academic/Transitional/
Retired Members; No charge for Law Student 
Members; $205.00 for Non-Members
For more information: See page 5
Click here to register.

Intellectual Property Committee

Event: CLE Seminar
Date/Time: Wednesday, March 18, 3:00 – 
5:00 p.m. ET
Location: Virtual via the Zoom platform
Topic: AI in 2031 (with an IP Focus)
Cost: $150.00 for Private Sector Members; 
$95.00 for Non-Profit 501c3 Members; $50.00 
for Government/Academic/Transitional/
Retired Members; No charge for Law Student 
Members; $205.00 for Non-Members
For more information: See page 4
Click here to register.

International 
Telecommunications Committee

Event: CLE Seminar
Date/Time: Tuesday, May 19, 2:00 –  
4:00 p.m. ET
Location: Virtual via the Zoom platform
Topic: The 2026 ITU Plenipotentiary 
Conference: Setting the Stage for a Human-
Technology Driven Digital Future
Cost: $150.00 for Private Sector Members; 
$95.00 for Non-Profit 501c3 Members; $50.00 
for Government/Academic/Transitional/
Retired Members; No charge for Law Student 
Members; $205.00 for Non-Members
For more information: See page 5
Click here to register.

Privacy and Data Security 
Committee

Event: CLE Seminar co-hosted by the 
Consumer Protection Committee
Date/Time: Wednesday, April 8, 12:00 –  
2:00 p.m. ET
Location: Virtual via the Zoom platform
Topic: FCBA Privacy and Consumer 
Protection Symposium—Federal and State 
Regulation of Sensitive Consumer Data
Cost: $150.00 for Private Sector Members; 
$95.00 for Non-Profit 501c3 Members; $50.00 
for Government/Academic/Transitional/
Retired Members; No charge for Law Student 
Members; $205.00 for Non-Members
For more information: See page 4
Click here to register.

Space and Global 
Communications Committee

Event: CLE Seminar
Date/Time: Tuesday, May 19, 2:00 –  
4:00 p.m. ET
Location: Virtual via the Zoom platform
Topic: The 2026 ITU Plenipotentiary 
Conference: Setting the Stage for a Human-
Technology Driven Digital Future
Cost: $150.00 for Private Sector Members; 
$95.00 for Non-Profit 501c3 Members; $50.00 
for Government/Academic/Transitional/
Retired Members; No charge for Law Student 
Members; $205.00 for Non-Members
For more information: See page 5
Click here to register.

Wireline Committee

Event: CLE Seminar
Date/Time: Thursday, April 23, 12:00 –  
2:00 p.m. ET
Location: Virtual via the Zoom platform
Topic: Exploring Robocall Rulemakings and 
Enforcement Activity
Cost: $150.00 for Private Sector Members; 
$95.00 for Non-Profit 501c3 Members; $50.00 
for Government/Academic/Transitional/
Retired Members; No charge for Law Student 
Members; $205.00 for Non-Members
For more information: See page 5
Click here to register.

COMMITTEE AND CHAPTER Events

Do one thing for your career today – join 
the FCBA Speakers Bureau!
A key part of building your personal brand is driving up 
your visibility within your industry and personal network.  
By joining the FCBA Speakers Bureau, you can raise your 
professional profile while sharing your insights and knowledge 
with your colleagues.
 
With the Speakers Bureau, the FCBA maintains a broad list 
of potential speakers at all stages of their careers.  The FCBA will use the list to 
offer opportunities for speakers to contribute their knowledge to CLEs, brown 
bags, and other events.

Complete this easy form to join the FCBA Speakers Bureau today!

https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2046415
https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2044742
https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2034487
https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2043613
https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2046415
https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2043613
https://members.fcba.org/events/register.aspx?id=2046049
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.forbes.com_sites_josephliu_2018_11_21_raise-2Dvisibility_-2355d72a33bdb2&d=DwMFaQ&c=LFYZ-o9_HUMeMTSQicvjIg&r=t-mL4_fcVBzTNvIdLqmTTQ&m=N3EnIGRGDDYEAaaLDujtKC4eSS75B3faXgLyiU1LN6o&s=_BiYgudKAJT_TYG8CpUEc-wImmZVmfgcYWOqm8dEBI4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_forms_d_e_1FAIpQLSfJ7A5IKuwSPB9McThgGrV2ui0oH7VOuIXpnSufLnjLdcrtkg_viewform-3Fusp-3Dsf-5Flink&d=DwMGaQ&c=LFYZ-o9_HUMeMTSQicvjIg&r=t-mL4_fcVBzTNvIdLqmTTQ&m=sEw6yziSyCdCntpOWAYteKO4BYYHwY8y8mCVpzmFkBw&s=mfLcXGl6l7fg0jgh_WHrz1Dt2bPXSKj5GUNFCKg315g&e=
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National 
Telecommunications 
and Technology 
Moot Court 
Competition
The 32nd Annual National 
Telecommunications and Technology 
Moot Court Competition, sponsored by 
the FCBA and the Moot Court Association 
and Law and Technology Institute at 
The Catholic University of America, 
Columbus School of Law, was held on 
February 6 and 7, 2026. 

The competition involved twelve well-
prepared teams who competed at the 
highest level of appellate advocacy 
competition: The Catholic University 
of America Columbus School of Law (2 
teams), University of Connecticut School 
of Law (2 teams), George Washington 
University Law School, New York 
University School of Law, Notre Dame Law 
School, Northern Kentucky University 
School of Law, South Texas College of Law 
Houston (2 teams), University of Virginia 
School of Law, and Villanova University.

Fayth Wisehart and Victoria Kelly of 
University of Virginia Law came in first 
place, and the team from South Texas 
College of Law - Rachel Giedraitis and 
Makayla Arthur - placed second. The 
same teams faced off in the Best Oralist 
and Best Brief competition, with MaKayla 

Arthur winning Best Oralist, Victoria Kelly 
& Fayth Wisehart winning Best Brief. 

This year’s competition focused on the 
use of the Direct Final Rule process to 

COMMITTEE AND CHAPTER News

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

1st Place Victoria Kelly and Fayth Wisehart
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effectuate Universal Service reform. The 
problem was drafted by the co-chairs 
of the FCBA’s Moot Court Committee: 
Sara Baxenberg, Logan Bennett, Grant 
Gendron, Andrew Magloughlin, Lale 
Tuzman, and Lee G. Petro. 

A highlight of the competition was the 
final round panel presided over by Annick 
Banoun, Partner at HWG LLP, Angie 
Kronenberg, President and CEO of Sligo 
Solutions, LLC, and Matt DelNero, Partner 
at Covington & Burling LLP and President 
of the FCBA. The competition would not 
have been made possible without Moot 
Court Association Vice Chancellor Albert 
Anaim, and its Chancellor, Audrey Ganley. 

The FCBA congratulates and thanks all of 
the student competitors, faculty members, 
and administrators who participated in 
the competition. It also expresses its 
gratitude to CUA Law and the 45+ FCBA 
members who served as judges and graded 
the competitors’ briefs. Please reach out 
to Lee G. Petro at LPetro@Dickinson-
Wright.com if you are interested in serving 
on the committee this fall. 

THANKS  TO  OUR  MOOT  COURT 
FCBA MEMBER  JUDGES! 

Oral argument judges were: Melissa Alba, 
Hasala Ariyaratne, Annick Banoun, Sara 
Baxenberg, Jeff Carlisle, Drew Clark, 
Adam Copeland, Matt DelNero, Matt 
Furlow, Sophie Galleher, Grant Gendron, 
John Hane, Brian Hurley, Amanda Igra, 
Michael Janson, Warren Kessler, Angela 
Kronenberg, Andrew Magloughlin, 
Andrew Manley, Kris Monteith, Kimia 
Nikseresht, Joe Price, Glenn Richards, 
Graham Stevenson, Alice Suh Jou, 
Suzanne Tetreault, Josh Turner, and 
Rachel Wolkowitz.

Brief judges were: Jessica Campbell, Jeff 
Carlisle, Christopher Frascella, Taliesin 
Gabriel, Peter Gregory, Amanda Igra, 
Chris Koves, Maury Mechanick, John 
Nelson, Laura Phillips, and Joe Price.

COMMITTEE AND CHAPTER News

Best Oralist

2nd Place - Rachel Giedraitis and Makayla Arthur

Best Brief

MOOT COURT  COMPET IT ION
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE  10

Do you have questions?   
Check out the FCBA FAQs page!
	■ How do I renew?
	■ How do I update my contact information?
	■ How do I find invoices and receipts?
	■ And more…

Click here to visit the frequently asked questions page.

If you still have questions, please contact Elina at elina@fcba.org.

mailto:LPetro@Dickinson-Wright.com
mailto:LPetro@Dickinson-Wright.com
https://members.fcba.org/page/HOME
mailto:elina@fcba.org
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Thank You to Our 2025-2026 FCBA PLATINUM SPONSORS! 
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The FCBA is working on its 2026 
scholarship and stipend programs, which 
will award hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to outstanding high school and law 
school students, thanks to the generous 
contributions of FCBA members, industry 
sponsors, and others.  Below are the details 
of the programs, including information on 
applications.

If you have any questions about these 
programs, please contact Stephanie 
Budaker at stephanie@fcba.org.

2026  LAW SCHOOL  SUMMER 
INTERNSHIP  ST IPEND 
PROGRAM

The FCBA Foundation will award stipends 
to law students employed as unpaid 
summer interns through its Law School 
Summer Internship Stipend Program.  The 
program provides stipends to students 
from around the country who want to 
dedicate their time and talent over the 
summer to government service in areas 
related to telecommunications, media, 
and technology (TMT) law, including 
broadcasting, cable, information 
technology, television, telephony, satellite, 
and wireless.  It also can include work 
at government/public sector entities 
addressing other communications-
related areas, including internet law and 
policy, privacy, cybersecurity, copyright, 
emerging technologies, and related policy 
and legal issues.

The Law School Summer Stipend Program 
awards stipends of up to $10,000 per 
student; last year, the program provided 
$16,500 in support to six outstanding 
law students.  The Foundation considers 
funding from other sources in making 
award decisions and generally will adjust 
its stipend awards based on total funding 
received.

The application for the stipend will be 
available online from Tuesday, February 
17, until Tuesday, March 17, 2026. The 
application can be accessed at: https://
webportalapp.com/sp/login/fcbastipend.

2026  LAW SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAM

The FCBA Foundation Law School 
Scholarship Program provides financial 
assistance to rising second- or third-
year students currently enrolled in 
accredited law schools in the United 
States who have a demonstrated interest 
in pursuing a career in TMT law.  In 
2025, the Foundation awarded $20,000 
in scholarships to seven outstanding law 
students.  The scholarships are payable 
to the applicable law school in one lump 
sum to help the student with tuition or 
other education-related expenses.

The application for the scholarship 
will be available online from Monday, 
February 9, until Tuesday, March 17, 
2026.  The application can be accessed 
at: https://webportalapp.com/sp/
fcbalawscholarship. 

The Foundation plans to notify successful 
applicants regarding their scholarship 
awards by mid-May.

30th Annual FCBA 
Foundation Golf 
Tournament to be 
held on June 23  
The Annual FCBA Golf Tournament is 
30 – and holding your spot!  Come on 
out and support a great cause, as the 
FCBA Foundation hosts the 30th Annual 
FCBA Golf Tournament at Westfields Golf 
Course in Clifton, Virginia, on Tuesday, 
June 23 at 1:00 p.m. 

FOUNDATION News

Westfields Golf Course

2026-2027 Committee and  
Chapter Co-Chairs
President-Elect Mia Guizzetti Hayes is beginning the process of identifying FCBA 
Committee and Chapter Co-Chairs for this coming year (July 1, 2026 – June 30, 
2027).  Please contact her (mhayes@willkie.com) and copy Stephanie Budaker 
(stephanie@fcba.org) by Friday, May 1, if you are interested in serving or would 
like to suggest someone else who might be interested.

A familiar homestead to the FCBA Family, 
Westfields is known for its pristine golf 
course, fun layout, and welcoming 
facilities just a short drive from downtown 
DC. This is a great opportunity to not only 
play a fun course but also to enjoy a good 
time reconnecting with FCBA colleagues. 
Put your Eagle Foursomes together and 
compete for this year’s cup! 

As always, all of the proceeds from the 
Tournament go straight to the FCBA 
Foundation to support its wonderful 
programs, including Scholarships and 
Summer Legal Internships. Over the 
years, the Tournament has raised more 
than $450,000 for the FCBA Foundation 
charities. 

We hope you can join us this year.  Keep 
an eye out for registration details in next 
month’s newsletter.

The Golf Committee always welcomes 
prize donations or those interested in 
assisting on the Golf Committee. 

Contact Golf Committee Chair Henry 
Gola (HGola@Wiley.Law) if you want to 
contribute or would like to help organize 
the event.

mailto:stephanie@fcba.org
https://webportalapp.com/sp/login/fcbastipend
https://webportalapp.com/sp/login/fcbastipend
https://webportalapp.com/sp/fcbalawscholarship
https://webportalapp.com/sp/fcbalawscholarship
mailto:mhayes@willkie.com
mailto:stephanie@fcba.org
mailto:HGola@Wiley.Law
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Get to Know an FCBA MEMBER

Kat Scott
By: Laura Phillips

Kat Scott is a partner in Wiley’s TMT and Privacy, Cyber & 
Data Governance practices but there is much more to her 
than that.  I got to know Kat a bit several years ago when 
we were among the co-chairs of the FCBA’s Privacy and 
Data Security Committee, and I thought it was high time 
for Kat to be featured in this column.  It’s no surprise that 
Kat spends her time assisting and counseling enterprises 
that need to understand and comply with a range of privacy laws and regulations and 
if you spend any time and all talking to her about what she does, it is plain that she 
genuinely enjoys this work.  It was a delight to connect and catch up. 

Q: What attracted you to the field of 
communications? 

A: I was a Media Studies major in my 
undergraduate career at UVA.  I 

have always been very interested in how 
technology and media affects how we lead 
our individual lives and more broadly 
how they play a role in shaping society.  
I spent a couple of years after college 
canvassing prior to deciding to go to law 
school.  And in law school, I was drawn to 
regulatory law – so Communications Law 
was a great fit.  I went to the Washington 
College of Law at American University, 
where I was able to learn about federal 
administrative law from professors who 
had fascinating experience and expertise, 
including Professor Jeffry Lubbers and 
Professor Victoria Phillips.  The cherry 
on top was my work at Wiley during my 
2L summer, where I was able to work 
with amazing colleagues and clients in 
our TMT group.  I’m fortunate to have 
found communications and privacy as 
my “niche.”   

Q: Tell us about the various places 
you’ve worked through the years.

A: I have had the pleasure of working 
at Wiley for my entire legal career, 

starting as a summer associate in my 
second year of law school.  During law 
school, I was a law clerk at the Electronic 
Privacy Information Center (EPIC), and 
before law school, I worked for a non-
profit running and helping to manage 
canvass offices.  I truly love canvassing, 
and it gave me a lot of the skills that I still 

use today in day-to-day practice, including 
asking and answering tough questions.

Q: Have things unfolded in your career 
more or less the way you planned?

A: Actually, yes.  My goal early on in 
my legal career was to develop a 

practice around the issues and topics that 
interested me most—privacy and cyber.  
As these topics grew in prominence and 
complexity across all sectors—including 
the Communications sector—I have 
been able to focus my work on this 
ever-changing space.  I appreciate my 
colleagues at the firm that supported and 
encouraged me to pursue these areas early 
on.

Q: What’s the most interesting or 
challenging thing that you’ve done 

in your current position?

A: My favorite thing about my job is that 
most everything I get to do is both 

interesting and challenging.  Top of my 
list includes:  helping companies navigate 
the growing patchwork of state privacy 
laws and develop universal policies and 
practices that can be scaled; helping 
companies develop cool new products 
and features that deliver true innovation 
while remaining compliant with legal and 
regulatory frameworks—and watching 
those products and features come to 
life; and learning about the technical 
intricacies of the various technologies 
and tools we provide legal advice on to 
help bridge the gaps between legal and 
business and shape meaningful policy.  It’s 

really satisfying to be part of that process, 
and it is certainly never boring.

Q: Is or was there something interesting 
or someone who surprised or 

impressed you during your career and 
why?

A: What has always impressed me is 
the willingness of my colleagues—

at Wiley and throughout the FCBA—
to take time to know and help each 
other.  I certainly have benefited from 
professional acts of kindness—from 
informal coffees and check-ins to more 
in-depth collaboration and mentorship—
and I have watched others throughout our 
bar benefit from the same.

Q: What do you enjoy reading?	 

A: The short answer: anything that 
my best friend recommends!  The 

long answer:  My best friend and I have 
known each other since we were 5 years 
old.  We live in different cities and have 
very different day-to-day lives, so we try 
to read the same books to stay connected.  
She is an avid reader and outpaces me 
significantly, so I just try to keep up!  The 
good news is, I am not picky and I can 
become engrossed in just about any topic 
or genre.  Two books that have been out 
a few years but that I really enjoyed and 
would recommend were The Bee Sting 
by Paul Murray and Tomorrow, and 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow by Gaberille 
Zevin.

Q: Is there something (a hobby or other 
tidbit) people don’t know about you 

that you are willing to share?

A: I love puzzles.  My favorite thing to 
do is sit around a puzzle table with 

friends and family, listen to music, and 
puzzle.  The brighter the colors, the better 
the puzzle.  I tend to stick to 1000-piece 
puzzles and like to do them on my own 
or with my family.  Puzzles are so clear 
in terms of feedback – the piece either 
fits or it doesn’t.  There’s something quite 
calming in that for me.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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Q: Can you share your perspective on 
the pitfalls to avoid or other career 

advice for those who are just getting 
started in the communications field?

A: Two key principles have guided (and 
continue to guide) me: consistently 

do excellent work and build strong and 
authentic relationships with the people 
that are around you.  While everyone’s 
career path is unique, I think recognizing 
the value of and trying to apply these 
principles in a work setting will serve 
everyone well.  

Q: How has your life changed as a 
result of COVID-19 and what are 

you looking forward to doing next?

A: Like so many others, I think that the 
biggest change for me during the 

pandemic was my family life merging with 
my professional life.  At the start of the 
pandemic, I was a senior associate, and 
my kids were 5, 3, and 2 years old.  I spent 
that time incredibly busy at work, and 
incredibly busy trying (with questionable 
success) to fill the void left from daycare 
and school being closed.  I am grateful 
for the time I got to spend with my kids 
during that period, and also for the 
lessons I learned about time management, 
delegation, and teamwork.  And as we 
have emerged from our cocoons, I am 
especially grateful for being able to do the 
fun but exhausting day-to-day activities of 
parenting—from Girl Scout cookie sales to 
rec soccer—with a wonderful community. 

Q: How long have you been an FCBA 
member, and what to you is the 

value of FCBA membership?

A: I joined the FCBA in 2013.  
Throughout the years, the FCBA 

has provided me with a wonderful 
community of colleagues and friends 
and a valuable source of informative and 
educational programming.  For many 
years, I have served as a co-chair on the 
Privacy and Data Security Committee, 
where I have been able to meet others in 
the Communications and Tech sectors 
who focus on privacy and help to put 
together CLEs on a range of fun topics.  
I think that the FCBA provides incredible 
value to its members as a place to learn to 
network and to have some fun.

Interested in learning more about another 
FCBA member? If there is a member you’d 
like to know better, contact Laura Phillips 
at laura@phillipscommlaw.com.

Get to Know an FCBA MEMBER
KAT  SCOTT
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE  14

Yee-Haw, Pardner! Join the FCBA and ABA out West for the 2026 Representing Your Local Broadcaster 
– the Wild, Wild West – on Sunday, April 19 in Las Vegas. And boy, it’s been a wild year!

Registration is Now Open!
This year’s conference will cover timely topics like content regulation, the current political climate, 
artificial intelligence, and video distribution. Click here to view the agenda and full program 
description. So, grab your saddle, hat, and your chaps, and let’s head into town.

Book your hotel today! You do not need to register for the NAB Show to use the Hotel Block. 

https://maestro.abanet.org/trk/click?ref=z11aidwdq5_1-52d9bx32846a3x01259&
https://maestro.abanet.org/trk/click?ref=z11aidwdq5_1-52d9bx32842eex01259&
https://maestro.abanet.org/trk/click?ref=z11aidwdq5_1-52d9bx327c2f3x01259&
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TMT LAW & POLICY PIPELINE PROGRAM
The FCBA is grateful to the firms, companies, and associations 
who financially sponsor the TMT Law & Policy Pipeline 
Program.  If you are interested in sponsoring the Program for 
the 2025-2026 year, please do so by following these instructions:

	■ SIGN IN to your account.  If you are sponsoring on behalf 
of a member, sign in using their credentials (username and 
password).

	■ Once in your profile, click EVENTS in the top menu bar.  
From there click FCBA TMT Pipeline Program Sponsorship 
FY26.  Select the level and complete the transaction.

TMT  LAW &  POL ICY  P IPEL INE  PROGRAM 
SPONSORSHIP  LEVELS
n  Order of the Coif+ ($10,000)	 n  Magna ($1,000)
n  Order of the Coif ($5,000)		  n  Cum Laude ($500)
n  Summa ($2,500)

Sponsors will receive name recognition for their support in the 
FCBA newsletter, on the FCBA website, and via social media.  
In addition, the top two sponsorship tiers will receive logo 
recognition in the newsletter.  This sponsorship is for July 
1 through June 30.  Note that sponsorship contributions to 
the FCBA’s TMT Law & Policy Pipeline Program are not tax 
deductible.  If you wish to sponsor over at a level over $5,000, 
please contact Elina at elina@fcba.org.

ORDER  OF  THE  COIF+
($10,000)

ORDER  OF  THE  COIF
($5,000)

SUMMA
($2,500)

CUM LAUDE
($500)

The Brioché Family
Matt DelNero

Diane Griffin Holland
Henry Rivera 

Megan Anne Stull

Digital Advertising 
Alliance

https://members.fcba.org/login.aspx
mailto:elina@fcba.org
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In MEMORIAM

Julie Ann Veach
(1970-2026)
Julie Ann Veach, former Chief of the 
FCC’s Wireline Competition Bureau 
and member of the FCBA’s Executive 
Committee, died January 31 at her 
home in Washington, D.C.  She was 55.

She held a number of positions at the 
Commission during a 14-year tenure, 
rising from Attorney Adviser in 2001 to 
Deputy General Counsel and then to Bureau Chief from 2012 
to 2015.  While at the Commission, and after, she was a mentor 
to many across the communications bar.

Julie was raised in West Lafayette, Indiana.  As a high 
school student, she played the French horn for the Lafayette 
Symphony Orchestra and won a prestigious Allan W. Keller 
Competition award.  She taught music to support herself while 
an undergraduate at Purdue University, and was the first in her 
immediate family to earn a college degree.

She took her bachelor’s degree from Purdue in 1993 graduating 
Phi Beta Kappa; and her law degree in 1997 on a scholarship 
from Indiana University’s Maurer School of Law, where she 
was a member of the Order of the Coif and Senior Managing 
Editor of the Indiana Law Journal.  Julie then clerked for the 
Honorable Michael S. Kanne of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit before moving to Washington, 
D.C. in 1998 to take a position at Wilmer, Cutler, and Pickering 
(now WilmerHale).

While at the FCC, Julie helped shape foundational national policies 
on broadband, universal service, and emerging communications 
technologies.  She played a central role in modernizing universal 
service rules for the broadband era, redefining broadband to 
meet contemporary usage; participated in the executive-level 
working group that led the E-rate modernization efforts of 2014; 
and guided dozens of significant FCC orders.

As Deputy General Counsel, she oversaw the work of the 
Administrative Law Division, which advises on communications, 
administrative and general law, and led reinstatement of the 
FCC’s Attorney Honors Program, which continues today.  As 
Bureau Chief, she oversaw a staff of more than 150 professionals, 
mentored young attorneys, and won praise for her management 
skills and can-do attitude.

In 2015, Julie joined HWG as a partner.  There, she advised 
wireline, wireless, VoIP, telecommunications relay service, and 
cloud-based service providers.  She helped clients navigate FCC 
rulemakings, transactions, and enforcement matters. 

Besides serving on the FCBA Executive Committee in 2024-2025, 
she previously co-chaired the Judicial Practice and Wireline 
Committees.

In 2007, while pursuing her professional career and raising two 
small children, Julie was diagnosed with a rare sinus cancer and 
endured a year of intense radiation and chemotherapy. Although 
she beat the odds and the cancer, in the decades that followed 
the effects of the cancer treatment steadily tested her health.  But 
she persevered through each setback to thrive as a lawyer, wife, 
mother, musician (having turned to piano), and superb chef.

Among the many expressions of sadness on her passing, John 
Nakahata, HWG Chair, said: “Julie was a superb lawyer, leader, 
teacher, and mentor, and was one of the nicest people you 
could ever meet.  She approached every challenge with honesty, 
professionalism, and grace.  Her greatest legacy is the many 
people she trained, supported, and influenced throughout her 
extraordinary career.  She always reached out to help others 
develop.  She will be profoundly missed.”

Julie is survived by her husband of 24 years, Roger, their two 
children, her mother, and five younger siblings.  

The Julie Veach Internship Fund has been established by the 
FCBA in her memory.  Please see instructions on how to donate.

The family is holding private memorial services.  HWG will be 
hosting a celebration of Julie’s life later this Spring.

Julie Ann Veach

The Julie Veach  
Internship Fund
In memory of Julie, HWG and Julie’s friends have 
established the Julie Veach Internship Fund to provide 
FCBA Foundation stipends to law students accepting unpaid 
summer internships at the FCC, and especially Wireline 
Competition Bureau or Office of General Counsel.  To 
make a contribution, please follow the instruction below.

	■ SIGN IN with your member credentials in order to link 
it to your account.

	■ Once in your profile, click Donations in the top menu 
bar for a list of funds.

	■ Select the Julie Veach Internship Fund.

https://members.fcba.org/login.aspx
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1020 19th Street, NW
Suite 325
Washington, DC 20036
www.fcba.org

THE 
TECH BAR

FOUNDATION

Calendar
March 12	 FCBA Seventh Annual Women’s Summit

March 18	 CLE Seminar: AI in 2031 (with an IP Focus)

April 8	 CLE Seminar: FCBA Privacy and Consumer Protection Symposium—Federal and State Regulation 
of Sensitive Consumer Data

April 23	 CLE Seminar: Exploring Robocall Rulemakings and Enforcement Activity

April 29	 CLE Seminar: AI in Emergency Communications

May 15-17	 FCBA Annual Seminar at The Hotel Hershey in Hershey, PA

May 19	 CLE Seminar: The 2026 ITU Plenipotentiary Conference: Setting the Stage for a Human-Technology 
Driven Digital Future

June 23	 FCBA Foundation Annual Golf Tournament

FCBA Extends a Warm Welcome to Its Newest Members!
(as of 2/28/26)

Zach Allen, DWT
Elizabeth Bailey	
Isabel Balee Yonder, Media Mobile
Courtney Cowper, FCC
Richard Gordon, Relevant Radio, Inc.
Jamie Green	
Gemma Hong	

Hailie Luther	
Alexandra Manfield	
Nicole Maxwell	
Constance Robinson	
Matthew Turk, SpaceX
Chris Wilson	

And huge thanks to those who 
recruited them: Edward Carlson, 
Jameson Dempsey, Mark Denbo, 
Esq., Aurora Garrison, Adam Kidron, 
Jaime McCoy, Janet Moran, Lily 
Roche, Tom Struble

The FCLJ is Looking for Articles
The Federal Communications Law Journal (FCLJ), the official 
academic journal of the FCBA, is hosted by The George 
Washington University Law School.  It has long been an important 
source of legal scholarship on communications issues, and the 
FCBA is proud to offer the journal as a benefit to our members.

The Federal Communications Law Journal (FCLJ) editorial 
board at The George Washington University Law School 

is seeking article submissions for potential publication in 
the upcoming issues of the FCLJ.  Interested members may 
submit articles to the Senior Articles Editor, Spencer Banwart 
(fcljarticles@law.gwu.edu).  Articles may also be submitted 
through ExpressO or Scholastica.  For general inquiries about 
the FCLJ, please contact the Editor-in-Chief, Ella Hillier  
(fclj@law.gwu.edu).

mailto:fcljarticles@law.gwu.edu
mailto:fclj@law.gwu.edu

